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“I pledge allegiance to the fl ag of the United States of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
Federal Government
The national government is called the federal government. The Constitution created 
3 separate branches of government - the legislative, executive and judicial - to share 
the work of creating, enforcing and interpreting the laws of the nation. Congress, the 
president, and the Supreme Court represent the 3 branches.
The federal government is responsible for meeting the needs of the people that 
are not being met by the states. Through the Constitution, the federal government 
has the authority to represent, serve and protect the American people at home and 
abroad. According to the Constitution, the national government’s purpose is to “es-
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty”.
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Carrie Chapman Catt
Founder of the League of Women Voters.
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United States Constitution
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The Legislative Branch
In the legislative branch, the General Assembly is made up of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. In Iowa, membership includes 50 senators and 100 
representatives. The citizens elect House members to two-year terms and Senate 
members to four-year terms. Each Senate district contains two House districts, 
and the districts are divided up so that an equal number of people live in each 
district. The General Assembly begins its yearly business on the second Monday 
in January. It usually fi nishes work in late April or early May. The governor, in un-
usual circumstances, can call the General Assembly to meet in a special session 
after the regular session is over.
The Judicial Branch
The judicial branch of the state is made up of a Supreme Court, a court of 
appeals, and eight district court judicial districts. Within each district court, there 
are four types of judicial offi  cers: district judges, district associate judges, associ-
ate juvenile judges, and magistrates. The governor appoints all judges with ad-
vice from judicial nominating commissions. In order to retain his or her position, 
a sitting judge is subject to a vote of the people in general elections. The County 
Magistrate Appointing Commission appoints county magistrates; these are not 
elected positions.
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Benefi ts and Responsibilities of Citizenship
7
 8
 
 
  
9
 NE
W!
When Should I Register?
NEW TEXT HERE
Voter Pre-Registration Deadline
The voter registration deadline is 10 days before a general and primary election and 11 days before all other elections.  
  
     
                                   
   
How Can I Register to Vote?
You can fi ll out your own voter registration form or you may ask someone else to do it for you. You must sign the form 
yourself. You have the right to fi ll out the form privately. You may get a voter registration form at:
• the Iowa Secretary of State’s website (www.sos.state.ia.us)
• your local county auditor’s offi  ce 
• public assistance agencies  
• public libraries   
• political party offi  ces  
OR
You can register in person or by mail.  You may register in person at:
• the Iowa Secretary of State’s Offi  ce 
• your county auditor’s offi  ce  
• driver’s license stations  
• public assistance agencies   
• state offi  ces serving people with disabilities
NOTE: To register by mail, you may contact your county auditor’s oﬃ  ce or the Iowa Secretary of State’s oﬃ  ce in Des Moines for a form. When you register to vote, you must put your Iowa 
driver’s license number on the application form. If you don’t have a driver’s license, you may substitute an Iowa non-driver ID form number. If you don’t have either one of these, you must include 
the last four numbers of your Social Security number.  The number you give will be checked, so be sure to put your name on the registration form in the same way it appears on the ID document 
you use.
In about 14 days you will receive a voter registration card in the mail. This card will tell you what precinct you live in and where you will vote in your neighborhood. Neighborhood voting can take 
place in churches, schools, or community centers. When you change your name, address, or other information, you will need to update your registration by completing a new registration form.
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Voting 
in Iowa.
Ways to Vote
There are three ways to vote in the State of Iowa:
• In person on Election Day
• In person, before Election Day, at the county auditor’s offi  ce or at a satellite voting station
• Absentee, by mail
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  
    
  
 
 
 
 
Voting 
in Iowa.
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For More Information
For more information about voting, contact your county auditor or the Secretary of State’s Offi  ce. 
Iowa Secretary of State
First Floor, Lucas Building
321 E. 12th Street
Des Moines, IA  50319
Elections Division: 515-281-0145
Voter Registration: 515-281-8849
Toll Free: 1-888-SOS-VOTE
www.sos.state.ia.us
